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my ignorance, and that which perplexes me the
more about it, is, that I expect to be called before
Pharaoh to-morrow, whom I reverence in the high-
est manner. I beseech you inform me what I am to
call this strange new appearance, and what are its
consequences to the world.

Here the stranger, looking upon him. with a smil-
ing aspect, replied; I have great regard for your
being esteemed by Pharaoh, and shall let you into
the knowledge of what you desire, for your further
good fortune. Know then, added he, with an aspect
all shining and pleasant, the appearance we now
see, is a comet or blazing star, the like of which has
not been seen in Egypt in the memory of the most
ancient man in the kingdom, which makes the wise
men entirely at a loss about it; neither have they
received any traditional account of such a pheno-
menon from their fathers.

Comets, continued he, are not, as fixed stars3
bodies of fire, burning in the same manner as the
sun; but bodies of a different nature, composed
either of prepared created matter, suited from the
beginning for inflammation, or of vast collections of
exhaled and condensed matter, subject to inflamma-
tion, and more or less inflamed according to the po-
sition of their orbits and motion; and therefore
the eruption of their flame is but on one side, or on
one side chiefly, (as we see this burning,) with a
continued and vehement eruption: they move in
the utmost extent of the waste or expanse of space,
which you call the ether or air, and their distance
is so great, and their revolutions so tedious, that
they sometimes do nof come so near this globe as
to be visible, no, not in five hundred or a thousand
years; and this is the second that was ever seen in
this hemisphere since the great deluge of the earth
in the years of Pharaoh's great-grandfather's father,
being now above eight hundred years past.